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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

to be held on Saturday 10 February 2018 

A ll members and delegates of affiliated organisations are invited to 
attend the 43rd Annual General Meeting of The Ramblers, Wiltshire & 

Swindon Area, to be held at: 

Kennet Valley Village Hall, Overton Road, Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 

(OS Explorer Map 157, Grid Ref. SU 142 678) 

How to get there – please see back page. 

Please note that in order to give all members an equal opportunity to put 

questions to our Guest Speaker, and to the Area Officers, whilst complying 

with the time restraints of the agenda, the Area Officers invite written 

questions in advance of the meeting.  Please state to whom the question 

is to be addressed and forward it either by email to 

chair@wiltsswindonramblers.org.uk or by post to the: Area Chair, Wilts 

and Swindon Ramblers, 33 Caraway Drive, Swindon SN2 2RH.  

Questions will be directed to the relevant Speaker/ Area Officer after their 

presentation or during AOB.  

Programme 

09.30 Coffee available. 

10.00 Speaker—Richard Broadhead. 

 Rights of Way & Countryside Manager for Wiltshire Council 

11.00 Break. 

11.30 Business Meeting—See Agenda below 

12.30 Lunch break. 

13.00 Depart for walks of 3 and 5 miles in the local area around 

the venue. 

Participants should bring a picnic lunch which can be taken in the hall 
before the walks. 

Agenda 

1. Welcome by Chair. 
2. Apologies for absence. 
3. Approval of minutes of AGM held on 11th February 2017. 
4. Adoption of Annual Report and Accounts for year ended 30th 

September 2017. 
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5. Appointment of Independent Examiner of Accounts. 
6. Additional comments from Area Officers 
7. Election of Officers and individual members of the 

Area Committee. 
8. Proposed motions to be put to General Council.  Motions for 

discussion should be sent to the Area Secretary one week 
before the meeting. 

9. Appointment of Area Representatives to General Council 
(Bangor April 2018) 

10. Any other business. 

Election of Officers 

The following people have indicated their willingness to stand for election: 
Area Chair: Grahame Lee 
Area Treasurer: Judith Hible 
Area Footpath Secretary: Tim Lewis 
Area Membership Secretary: David Trease 
Area Web Editor Keith Grimes 
Individual Member David Mannering 

Alternative nominations for the above posts may be made in advance. 

There are currently vacancies for the following roles on the Area 
Committee:- 

Area Secretary, Area Walking Environment Officer, Area Access 
Officer, Area Publicity Officer and 1 representative of individual 
members may be elected by an Annual General Meeting. 

Role descriptions for the above posts can be found at: 
www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/volunteer-role-descriptions.aspx 

Judith Hible, Area Secretary 

Area Chair’s Report 

T his has been a year of change, but sadly, without much actually changing. 

We have a new Chief Executive, who has many ambitious ideas to 
update and improve the Ramblers long term, but much needed change 
takes time and to date these have not impacted on the Area or Groups in 
any major way. 

To ensure that the changes that we need are included, and actioned, and 
to keep our Area updated on any impending changes, I am now a member 
of the Communications Working Group, the Data Transformation 
Programme and Volunteer Sounding Board. 
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Our Governance motion of 1 member 1 vote is still pending and we do not 
expect any changes on this until 2019 and our motion to introduce Family 
Membership is still being considered by the new Director of Membership  

We also have a change of Cabinet Member on Wiltshire Council to 
contend with and we have to start again to make her fully aware of the 
problems that the budget cuts are causing and the damage being caused 
to the public right of way network across the county.  We continue to 
pressure officers of both Wiltshire and Swindon Councils to support us in 
our work to maintain and improve the footpath network and our regular 
meetings with officers at Group and Area level are assisting this process. 

Our Footpath Working Parties continue to do tremendous work across 
the Area and contribute endless hours of voluntary work to make the 
walking environment safer and more accessible for as many people as 
possible.  We all benefit from their work on our walks and are truly 
grateful for their contribution. 

Our Groups continue to provide an extensive range of walking 
opportunities for our membership with both regular walks, day trips and 
walking holidays.  There appears to be a trend across the Area with 
Groups reporting higher numbers of walkers on each walk and some 
groups are now providing additional walks to meet the demand.  More 
short walks in the programmes allows increased participation by those 
who are less physically able and helps to maintain our membership levels. 

We continue our links with Walking for Health via the Schemes in both 
Wiltshire and Swindon as they have proved to be a good source of 
membership and volunteers for the Groups involved.  We trust that the 
loss of Macmillan funding next year will not impact on the development of 
the Scheme and that other good sponsors will be found. 

Social events such as skittles evenings, quizzes, pub meals, picnics and 
barbeques also feature in our programmes and again are of such value to 
our membership, reflected in increased attendance at these events.  
Christmas lunches are well supported and even AGMs are becoming part 
of the social calendar! 

These events take considerable time and effort to organise and deserve 
your support. 

None of these social events, walks, or the footpath working parties, would 
be possible without the considerable efforts of our fellow volunteers who 
give up their time and effort, week in and week out, and in all weathers. 

On your behalf I wish to thank each and every one of the volunteers 
working in our Area.  Keep up the good work and we shall continue to 
support you! 

Grahame Lee 
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Area Membership Secretary’s Report 

T he Area membership total has again decreased slightly over the year, 
from 1301 to 1294, 7 members lost, 0.53%, compared with last year’s 

0.76% fall, although there was a maximum of 1317 in November.  164 
members joined or re-joined during the year, but 171 lapsed or resigned; 
this compares with 180 and 190 last year.  Overall this is better than the 
national membership, which decreased by 1.2% to 104,694. 

In the Groups North West Wiltshire (formerly Chippenham) group 
membership increased by 5, 3.3%, to 156; South Wilts is stable at 324.  
The Area group WE96 has increased by 1, 2.8%, to 36.  All other groups 
have decreased slightly, Mid Wilts by 4, 4.1%, to 93, Swindon & Northeast 
Wilts by 7, 1.8%, to 385 and West Wilts by 2, 0.66%, to 300. 

During the year the Wiltshire Wanderers  group (WE50) was disbanded at 
their request and their members transferred to the Area group WE96. 

David Trease 

Area Footpath Secretary’s Report 

L iaison meetings continue to be held with Wiltshire Council (WC), with 
the one on 30th March 2017 being the last to be attended by 

Councillor Whitehead before the council elections.  He has been replaced 
post-election by Councillor Bridget Wayman, and it was clear from our first 
meeting with her on 11th October 2017 that she has a steep learning 
curve to climb with regard to rights of way (RoW) issues.  Both these 
meetings were also attended by Graham Bennett (GB), Chairman of the 
British Horse Society in Wiltshire.  This has been beneficial, as GB is a 
lawyer specialising in planning applications and RoW law. Richard 
Broadhead has reassigned some of his staff on a part time basis to 
dealing with the backlog of path orders, in theory freeing up those dealing 
with DMMOs to do so exclusively.  The minutes of the latest liaison 
meeting, which include the latest statistics concerning the number of path 
problems reported and dealt with, and the number of enforcement notices 
issued, are awaited at the time of writing, but it is clear that this 
reassignment has had an adverse impact on the number of path problems 
resolved.  No doubt Richard will elaborate on this when he addresses us 
at the AGM. 

Liaison meetings also continue to be held with Swindon Borough Council.   
Its RoW department has effectively been reduced to a one man band in 
the form of Martin Fry subsequent to the retirement of Michael Enright on 

Continued on page 9 
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Financial Accounts for the year ending 30 September 2017 

Name: Wiltshire & Swindon    
Year 

ended: 
30/09/17 

Code: WE      

        

Restricted—Wessex Wanderers 

Receipts 
Current 

yr 
Prior yr Payments 

Current 

yr 
Prior yr 

Internal transfer -  Internal transfer -  

Donations -  General 866.78 822.71 

Legacies -     

Grants -     

Deposit interest -     

Investment income -     

Other 100.00 1,110.88    

Total receipts 100.00 1,110.88 Total payments 866.78 822.71 

Surplus/(deficit) -766.78 288.17  

        

Main 

Receipts 
Current 

yr 
Prior yr Payments 

Current 

yr 
Prior yr 

From CO (funding) 3,200.00 2,940.00 To CO -  

From CO (other) -  To Area -  

From Area (funding) -  To Group (funding) 1,853.64 2,057.00 

From Area (other) -  To Group (other) -  

From Group -  To S/W Council -  

From S/W council -  Walks programmes -  
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T/fer from ’Self-

funded’ 
-  Walks related -  

Donations -  Walks leader training -  

Legacies -  Newsletters/publicity -  

Grants -  
Publication/ goods 

costs 
-  

Fundraising -  
Campaigns/

casework 
35.10 84.30 

Deposit interest - 1.20 Practical work -  

Investment income -  Fundraising costs -  

Publication/goods 

sales 
-  Meetings (inc. AGM) 396.74 413.30 

Advert sales -  Admin 22.77 16.04 

Other -  Other 100.00 125.00 

Total receipts 3,200.00 2,941.20 Total payments 2,408.25 2,695.64 

Surplus/(deficit) 791.75 245.56  

        

Self-funded 

Receipts 
Current 

yr 
Prior yr Payments 

Current 

yr 
Prior yr 

Day walks -  Day walks -  

Holidays -  Holidays -  

Socials -  Socials -  

Deposit interest -  T/fer to ‘Main’ -  

Other -  Other -  

Total receipts - - Total payments - - 

Surplus/(deficit)  - -  



8 

Area Treasurer’s Report 
for the Year 01 October 2016 to 30 September 2017 

Summary Restricted Main 
Self-

funded 
Total  Prior yr 

Total receipts 100.00 3,200.00 - 3,300.00  4,052.08 

Total payments 866.78 2,408.25 - 3,275.03  3,518.35 

Surplus/(deficit) -766.78 791.75 - 24.97  533.73 

-766.78 791.75 - 24.97  533.73 Movement in funds 

Cashbook reconciliation 

 
Restricted Main 

Self-

funded 
Total 

Opening balance 766.78 2,109.60 - 2,876.38 

Surplus/(deficit) on R&P -766.78 791.75 - 24.97 

Loan receipts minus loan payments  -  - 

Closing balance (rows A + B + C) - 2,901.35 - 2,901.35 

T he receipts and payments for this year (16-17) are comparable with 
the previous year (15-16).  The Wessex Wanderers restricted fund 

has been transferred to Dorset Area Ramblers.  We have been asked to 
reduce reserves over the Group and Area accounts to between 50% and 
100% of annual expenditure so when preparing the budget for next year, 
all Treasurers have needed to adjust the amount of funding requested for 
next year to bring down reserves to this level.  

From the accounts , excluding Wiltshire Wanderers, payments this year 
(16-17) were £2408.25 and our year end (30/9/17) balance was £2901.35 
which gives us a reserve of 120%.  I have, accordingly, reduced our 
requested funding for next year (17-18) to bring down our reserves to the 
correct range.  One difficulty with this is that we budget each year for 
things like training and campaigns but we do not always run any.  Hence 
we end up with higher reserves than recommended; but if we do not 
budget for training and campaigns we do not have funding if we want to do 
any.  We budgeted for Area expenditure (excluding Group funding) of 
£1475 (16-17) but only spent £554.61 (16-17). I have reduced our funding 
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Independent Examiner’s Statement (copy) 

H aving carried out procedures in accordance with the Area and Group 
independent examination Guidelines I consider the Wiltshire and 

Swindon Area accounts to have been properly prepared and give a true 
and fair view of the Area’s finances for the year to 30th September 2017. 

Signed  A Veasey 

 Alan Veasey 
 24 Church View, Chippenham, SN15 3AA 

2.12.17 

31st July, since there was not enough budget to replace him.  This seems 
likely to have an adverse effect on the resolution of RoW problems. 

More regular meetings between group footpath secretaries (FS) and the 
senior WC warden in their area have also been held, which have led to a 
faster resolution of certain RoW problems, but there continues to be a 
strange reluctance on the part of WC to make full use of the various 
Ramblers footpath working parties in the north-east. 

Peter Gallagher and GB, as key members of the CAF working group, have 
been at the forefront of the drive to prioritise WC definitive map 
modification order (DMMO) requests.  At its meeting on 30th August, the 
Countryside Access Forum agreed to accept the revised ranking of 
DMMOs, and mandated that one user evidence claim should be 
processed alongside each historic claim.  New DMMOs are being 
assigned a ranking by the working group and being processed 
accordingly.  The total number of DMMOs on the register stands at 179 at 
the time of writing. 

Pathwatch reports of path problems encountered by walkers are received 
every fortnight from Ramblers Central Office.  While those for SBC are 
almost always nil returns, those for WC have varied from zero (very rare) 
to 15 or so.  It falls to me to decipher them and ask the relevant group FS 

request for next year (17-18) from £3200 to £2500 which matches what 
Groups have requested as funding.  If Area expenditure next year (17-18) 
is the same as this year (16-17) it would reduce our reserves to £2398 ie 
80% by 30/9/17.  

The accounts have been examined by Alan Veasey. 

Judith Hible 29/11/17 

—————————————————————— 

Area Footpath Secretary’s report continued from page 5 
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to investigate where appropriate.  Keith Grimes has continued to input 
details of Pathwatch problems reported into WC’s own system, an 
unenviable job! 

I would like to thank Peter Henden for his tireless work in carrying out 
surveys of both Rowde and Bromham parishes, the former with the help of 
Jenny Lund and the latter with Judy Hible’s assistance.  He has now 
moved on to Melksham Without.  Regrettably it appears that very few of 
the problems identified (and there were many) have been resolved by WC. 

Our footpath working parties have carried on doing vital maintenance and 
repair work on Wiltshire’s RoW network, for which they deserve our thanks 
and appreciation, as evidenced by the statistics below: 

Hours spent: 2016/17 2015/16 

Clearing paths of vegetation 1054 946 

Waymarking 38 40 

Repairing/erecting stiles/installing gates 593 828 

Installing/repairing bridges 199 186 

Installing/repairing steps 75 52 

Other work 346 286 

Total 2305 2338 

Length of paths cleared 21.1 km 15.35 km 

Length of paths waymarked 10.9 km 11.50 km 

Number of stiles removed/repaired 19 23 

Number of gates installed/repaired 38 53 

Number of bridges built/repaired 17 13 

Tim Lewis 

South Wiltshire Group 

T his year’s report is as positive as in previous years.  Thanks to the efforts of 
our walks’ programmers and leaders we have organised a full programme 

offering a variety of 170 walks.  As well as opportunities for healthy, satisfying and 
interesting exercise, these have become social gatherings.  We have now added 
a popular monthly short walk to complement the energetic ‘speed’ walks.  
Generally attendance has been 15 or so to 30. 

In between we enjoyed our popular social activities – a quiz night, BBQ and 
Christmas lunch.  Our Group AGM has also become a social opportunity - in 
November 60 members attended.  An interesting talk by the New Forest Lead 
Ranger was followed by an informal social gathering, with light bites and bar service. 

The heavy and light gangs continued their invaluable work, repairing, maintaining 

Group Reports 
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North West Wiltshire Group 

C hange of name of Group approved at last AGM had been implemented.  
The committee has met regularly and considered the necessary business.  

The Group has had another successful year.  Thanks to Alan Robert’s efforts, 
all remaining copies of ’12 Walks Around Chippenham’ and ’12 More Walks 
Around Chippenham’ have been sold.  Income from sales has again covered all 
the Group’s expenses and there is sufficient left to cover the costs of producing 
new editions of both books.  Plans are well advanced for a reprint of Book 1 in 
early 2018. 

The membership has fluctuated between 152 and 158 over the past year but 
appears to have levelled out a little at the moment from the steady falls shown in 
previous years and with the October figure being the highest in the past year.  At 
the end of December 2008, the membership of the group stood at 234 as against 
the 158 now.  This is a fall of about 32% in that time. 

Since our last A.G.M. in November 2016 we have been able to organise 29 led 
walks with a distance spread of between 2½ and 9 miles.  Again these have been 

and clearing footpaths.  A total of 918 hours work was put in, an increase on the 
previous year, clearing or way-marking 8kms of paths and repairing or replacing 
22 stiles, gates and bridges.  The Footpath Committee has dealt with a number of 
rights of way issues.  Close collaboration on projects undertaken by parish teams 
has also continued.  This has resulted in expressions of appreciation and praise 
from a number of sources. 

This is all very much a co-operative effort.  Our walk leaders continue to be 
encouraged to add an element of interest to their walks, by including some local 
colour in their introductions, or stopping off along the way to visit places and sites 
of interest.  One ‘spin-off’  this year was a separate, interesting visit and pub 
lunch, enjoyed by 24 members, to the medieval Norrington Manor, passed on 
walks from time-to-time.  Again this year 15 or so members enjoyed walking trips, 
in the French Alps and in Cornwall. 

There have been a few incidents over the last couple of years or so in which 
walkers have been injured and emergency services called.  These have been well 
handled by walk leaders and others.  Luckily, we have not experienced more 
serious occurrences or life threatening situations, but we are aware we need to be 
prepared.  A First Aid, half-day workshop was held early in the year, with the aid 
of a local trainer; 20 walk leaders attended.  The committee is proposing to 
actively encourage all walkers to carry emergency medical and ‘next of kin’ 
contact details on their person (I.C.E cards etc.). 

Promotion and publicity of our activities continues low-key through monthly 
reports and photographs in the Salisbury Journal, featuring our walks and current 
‘issues’ of interest to all walkers, and our walks programmes.  We are also in the 
process of developing a Group Facebook page.  Two community events held in 
the market square may provide other opportunities to promote the Group’s 
activities and rambling generally in 2018. 2018. 

John Foskett, retiring Chair 
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Mid Wilts Group 

H ighlights of 2016/2017 – Mid Wilts Group 

Week of walks – Totnes - In May, 17 of us, and Milly the dog, met in South 
Devon for a week of walks. 

The first walk was from Dartmouth and along the Dart estuary to Dittisham.  At 
this point the party divided with some taking a boat ride back into Dartmouth and 
the rest crossing the Dart to walk back along the opposite bank.   The scenery 
was wonderful and the weather was good. 

Walk 2 took us onto Dartmoor, starting from Grimspound we walked over open 
moorland, through woods, fields, ancient stone shelters, mine entrances and back 
to the ancient settlement of Grimspound. 

Walk 3 was a coastal walk led by Kathy and Cully, from Start Point along a 
dramatic section of the Coast Path along Lannacombe Beach and westwards to 
Prawle Point with a car shuttle taking us back to the start.  

For walk 4 we started in the rain in Dartmouth then caught a pre -booked boat 
up to Dittisham.  By the time we got off the boat the rain had stopped and the 
group then walked through pretty villages up to Totnes and caught the steamer 
back to Dartmouth. 

only on Sundays, and if anyone had been able to do them all they would have 
covered about 175 miles.  Judy Hible is leading shorter “Sunday Strolls”, 2½ to 4 
miles, on the alternate Sundays between our longer walks.  These are proving 
popular.  There have also been 4 joint walks with the Swindon and N.E. Wiltshire 
Group.  A couple of walks were cancelled/curtailed by bad weather.  Numbers 
walking have ranged from single figures to low teens.  Walk starts included 
Lacock, Box, Pewsey, Bath, Tetbury, Corsham, Castle Combe, Malmesbury and 
Wroughton.  All our walks this year relied on the efforts of just 6 leaders, to whom 
the committee are extremely grateful for all the time and enthusiasm involved. 

In an attempt to attract new members, the new Information Sheet and Edited 
Programme has continued to be displayed in the usual places around 
Chippenham, i.e. Library, Museum, Town Council Offices, Waterstones and BCH 
Outdoor; and also the Library and Heritage Information centres in Calne and 
Corsham.  Most copies are taken. 

Footpath work has continued.  A reorganisation at the Rights of Way Department 
has divided our area between two Wardens.  Paul Millard has taken over the 
Corsham Area Board patch – Colerne, Corsham, Box and Lacock.  Steve Leonard 
retains the rest.  JH has had regular meetings with Brian Micklam (West Wilts) and 
Geoff Parsons (Mid Wilts) and Paul Millard.  Peter Gallagher and Tom Allen from 
SNEW attend the meetings with Steve Leonard.  This is an opportunity to find out 
what footpath work the other Groups are involved with, share knowledge and pick 
up good ideas.  JH helped Brian Micklam with the parish survey for Bromham.  
Paul Millard is working on the problems we reported. 

Gill Minter is retiring from the committee and was thanked for her long service. 

Judy Hible, Treasurer 
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And walk 5, we returned to the coast for Sally and Bill to lead us along a section 
of the coast path around the Salcombe estuary to Bolt Head and through 
attractive woodland passing the National Trust house and gardens of Overbeck 
with lovely views over the Salcombe harbour. 

Away Day - This took place on Sunday 16 July in unpromising weather but the 
rain held off and the group enjoyed a lovely mixed walk the highlight of which was 
the tea rooms at the Cranmore Tower.  The owner kindly let us eat our lunch in 
his tea garden and kept us well supplied with tea and coffee.  The sun came out 
and we had a thoroughly enjoyable walk, just making it back to catch the last train 
from the East Somerset Railway station. 

Weekend – Monmouth - A group of 6 met in Monmouth for 3 walks over the 
weekend of 16, 17 & 18 September. 

Walk 1 was a shortened version of the Highmeadow Trail, starting from Symonds 
Yat.  Highlights included view point at Symonds Yat, the Wye valley and Biblins 
Bridge and the Near Harkening Rock. 

Walk 2 took us from Monmouth along the river Wye and up to the National Trust 
property of the Kymin.  The Kymin shares the hill top with a Naval temple also 
owned and managed by the Trust. 

Walk 3 on the Monday was the Beechenhurst Trail in the Forest of Dean.  This 
took us through some of the oldest and most varied parts of the forest and 
included the Cannop Ponds constructed to power iron works in the C19.  The rain 
caught up with us towards the end of the walk, but otherwise we were 
exceptionally lucky. 

Sunday walks and others - We have continued with a full programme of Sunday 
walks and had a good year of walking, with thanks in no small part to all our walks 
leaders and our three programme organisers, Sally W, Alan and Angela. We also 
continued to offer a number of summer evening walks and Tuesday walks, thank 
you to Dave Smith, Sally & Bill.    

It has been noticeable and encouraging that there has been a good and 
increased turnout for the walks in the last few months.  This was also reflected in 
a high turnout for our AGM where we had an interesting talk from Rose Somerset 
of the North Wessex Downs AONB.    

Plans are already afoot for next year’s week of walks based around Bideford in 
Devon and a weekend of walks based around Port Eynon on the Gower.   

Our Committee all agreed to stand again this year and were voted in without any 
changes going forward to 2018.  Thank you to you all:  Sally W, Catharine, Dee, 
Alan, Geoff, Angela and Jenny.   

Book Sales - Sales of our books of walks have progressed well with over 240 
copies being sold.  These sales were largely due to Catharine’s hard work in 
encouraging local businesses to stock and sell the books.    

Thank you - It remains for me to say a big thank you to all the Committee and 
leaders for their hard work this year and to all who have walked with us, and 
supported us this year. 

Sally Jenner, Chairperson/Secretary  
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West Wilts Group 

F irst of all I should mention the passing of 3 very active members of West Wilts 
Ramblers, Carol Cockerell, Phil Walker and Fred Cundick.  Carol and Phil 

both led walks and contributed to the furtherance of the Group. 

Again a full programme of walks has been undertaken throughout the year with 
walks offered on every Wednesday and Sunday.  Kate Clement does a 
fantastic job for the group overcoming IT issues and making sure that all gaps 
in the programme are filled.  Carole Torrie collates statistics and comments 
from each walk. 

The group has continued to organise walking weekends away.  In May, we used 
the National Trust Base Camp at Countesbury Head on Exmoor.  In total 12 
people took part in the weekend and enjoyed good facilities and mostly dry spring 
weather .  We will no longer book whole National Trust properties for such 
weekends until it becomes evident again that such a venture will be supported.  It 
was the lack of men specifically that made it difficult to fill the Hostel this time.  
Thanks to Bryan White for arranging the Basecamp.  Late September, Dave Hill, 
Anne Vowell, Barrie Womersley, Brian Micklam and Barbara Osborn led walks 
over 5 days based in Buxton, Derbyshire.  There were a total of 29 members 
taking part to varying levels.  Accommodation was self-booked and included a 
barn for 2 at £10 a night.  Dave Hill has now organised 3 successful Autumn 
Breaks, but wishes to step away from this activity as well as leaving the 
Committee.  He will still lead walks and take an active part in the Group’s 
activities.  A big thankyou to Dave for his contribution. 

The coach walk this year went to Swanage.  The weather was glorious.  The 
take-up for this trip was sufficient to make a small surplus.  I will always state 
these excursions away from West Wiltshire do involve the time, the commitment 
and enthusiasm of leaders to ensure their success.  We always need fresh 
ideas and offers to lead.  However it would not be worth doing without support 
from the membership 

Christmas Lunch was held at the National Trust Stourhead Restaurant attended 
by 30 members.  The lunch was preceded by a 5 mile walk led by Bryan White to 
the south of the Estate. 

Brian Micklam has had another busy year as Footpath Secretary.  He continues 
his role with great enthusiasm.  He is very pro-active and has been helpful in 
raising with the Parish Councils suggested improvements to access to paths in 
the North Bradley, Southwick and Heywood parishes.  Peter Henden has 
undertook a complete survey of all the Rights of Way in the Bromham Parish.  He 
is currently doing the same in Melksham Without Parish.  This involves logging all 
the problems found and reporting to the Council.  A task that the Council once 
used its own staff.  The Group’s Funds has also contributed £500 towards 2 
kissing gates, at Staverton and Melksham, under the Ramblers’ Objective of 
improvement of walking. 

Dave Yearsley has been in his role for a year.  The Footpath Working Party 
continue to work every Tuesday and make a significant contribution to the upkeep 
and maintenance of paths. . The statistics of work undertaken are given elsewhere. 
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Swindon and NE Wilts Group 

T his year has seen a considerable increase in our walking activity in that the 
number of walks offered has increased with higher numbers attending each 

walk.  We have more walk leaders now so we can also offer an option of a short 
easy walk of 4 miles or a longer more challenging walk of around 6 miles on many 
Saturdays during the year.  This has resulted in an overall increase in the total 
numbers walking on those weeks. 

Our Sunday longer walks continue at a steady pace but the Tuesday walks with 
a pub lunch option are gaining in popularity and average around 35 walkers 
each time.  The Thursday evening walks with a pub meal also attract those 
people still working. 

More members attended our social functions this year with the Christmas lunch 
and both Skittles evenings sold out completely and the Summer Picnic hosting 
over 50 members. 

Book sales have dipped this year after last year’s successful launch of a new 
book and new outlets and this year has seen the closure of several outlets and we 
shall be seeking new outlets for the coming year.  We are working on a reprint of 
our most popular book. 

Our Footpath Working Parties have concentrated their efforts this year on the 
local paths that we actually use and in response to walk leader’s requests and our 
own members advising of problems.  We continue to seek footpath work from the 
local councils but budget cuts are still a serious problem and not enough work is 
forthcoming.  We now meet regularly with the local WC Warden and Swindon 
Borough Council Officers to try and get more work and resolve as many issues as 
possible using our own resources. 

Peter Gallagher, our Footpath Secretary, continues to keep the local councils on 
their toes by carefully studying planning applications, diversion orders and the 
many footpath problems that come to his attention.  He has managed to get 
enforcement notices issued and his persistence has also contributed to the 
Thames Path at Inglesham being improved. 

We continue to work closely with the Walking for Health Scheme and from 
October 1st a team of volunteers from our Group have taken on the Swindon WfH 

We endeavour to publicize the Group to stimulate new membership.  Phil Dring is 
our Publicity Officer and he covers all media opportunities that arise on radio or in 
the press.  We take our advertising material and display boards to Libraries and 
Events such as Active Trowbridge.  We also displayed at the ‘Get Wiltshire 
Walking Events’ held in West Wilts to encourage Rambler Membership.  In 
February, the Wiltshire Times gave a whole page, except for a Wilko advert, to 
the activities of the Group.  A couple of splendid colour photographs drew the 
eyes to the page. 

I thank all the Committee Members who put in time and effort in all sorts of ways 
to ensure that the Group remains viable and can attract new members. 

Peter Mundy, Chair 
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Scheme after Swindon Borough Council withdrew their funding.  The scheme 
consists of 6 health walks which are all self funding and a valuable source of 
membership and volunteering resource for the Ramblers.  We shall be seeking 
additional venues for more walks during the year. 

A record number of 71 members attended our Annual General Meeting.  We 
were sorry to lose the services of Chris Rickards as Secretary, who is relocating, 
and Neil Fuller who has been our Treasurer for 7 years, but pleased to welcome 
Mavis Edmondson and Sue Kinnaird as their replacements.  Dawn Burt has also 
joined the Committee as Publicity Officer and Neil Fuller will continue as a 
Member of the Committee without portfolio. 

I shall be continuing as Group Chair and wish to thank my fellow committee 
members for their ongoing support and to all of the other volunteers for their 
considerable contribution to making this another successful year for the Group. 

Grahame Lee, Group Chair 


