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SOUTH WILTS GROUP RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION 
 
Footpath committee Meeting  25th September 2017 
 
Present – N Martin, P Dashwood, N Cowen, G Read, M Callow 
 
Apologies – J Hawkins, J Rolt 
 
VOLUNTEER WORK since last meeting   
  
Heavy 
  
 June Semley 2 Stiles replaced by kissing gates 33 hours  
  
 July Harnham Bishops Walk Revetments built to shore up path 52 hours 
   over 100 metres completed 
 
 August Harnham Bishops Walk Revetments continued. Surfacing. 24 hours 
 
 September Whiteparish 4 Kissing Gates to replace stiles 30 hours 
 
Light   
 
   June  Bowerchalke 3 250 metres cleared   18 hours   
 
 July  Bowerchalke 3  450 metres cleared   24 hours  

  
 August  Bowerchalke 3 100 metres cleared    8 hours 
 
 September Teffont 8 100 metres cleared   21 hours  
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
Footpath cleared by Light Gang in July was wrongly recorded it was Whiteparish 16 not Downton 13. 
 
 In minute 3.4 Dunford was wrongly spelt it should read as Durnford. 
 
As agreed in item 3.6 an objection was sent to Wiltshire Council regarding the proposed diversion of Tisbury 
Footpath 83 worded as follows: 
 
The South Wiltshire Ramblers Group would like to object to the Diversion Order for Tisbury Path 83.This path 
was claimed and confirmed in 1997 and since then has been very well used and has become part of the Wessex 
Ridgeway long distance footpath. The present proposal to divert the path means that walkers would be expected 
to walk on a public road between points H and A on the map of the new route. It is claimed that there is a wide 
verge for people to walk on but whatever is available it still makes this route more inconvenient for walkers. 
The present route does not require any walking along a public road with its attendant dangers.	The Ramblers 
Association usually object to a diversion of a right of way that involves more walking on the highway, as a rule 
the mixture of cars and walkers should be avoided on health and safety grounds. This is especially the case here 
with a narrow road, on which parents bring their children to school. Does anyone know how many car 
movements a day take place on this road?  
 
The proposed route also does not meet up with the adjoining footpath, again making this route less convenient 
for walkers. It is stated that the width of the new path will be 2 metres, which is half the width of the present 
one again making it more inconvenient. The danger is that in future the landowners may attempt to fence the 
path in making it much more vulnerable to overgrowth as it would be very difficult to mow due to its width. For 
all the above reasons we as a group of regular walkers in area object to this proposal. 
 
 As agreed in item 3.7 a suggestion was made regarding the Diversion of Whiteparish Footpath 2 that is being 
made for a period of up to 12 years in order to extend Brickworth Quarry as follows: 
 
On behalf of the South Wiltshire Ramblers Group I am writing with a comment and proposal regarding this 
diversion. We feel that this is an ideal opportunity to improve the paths network in this area for the period of 
this diversion. As the diversion comes further south and crosses a track (GR 423190 122550) that goes in a 
southerly direction onto Moor lane where it would be right opposite the start of Whiteparish 13 it would be a 
benefit to walkers who are going to be inconvenienced considerably by this diversion if this track could be 
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included in the network.  
 
This is not an objection, as we know planning permission has been granted for the quarry extension but an 
opportunity to improve walking in the area for the lengthy period of this diversion. 
We would appreciate if you would suggest this proposal to the landowner who presumably is benefiting from the 
quarry extension. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
1. Footpath Reports  
 
Patricia informed Nick of several way marking issues in Fovant, Durnford and on the Shaftesbury Drove. She also 
reported the continuing problems with using the My Wiltshire App that is the way the council would prefer path 
problems to be reported. 
   
2. Correspondence and Agreed Responses 

 
2.1 WC 02/08/17 Planning Inspectorate Stratford Sub Castle Footpath 6 Diversion Order Local inquiry due to 
be held 23January 2018 to examine objection. See 3.3 last minutes. 
 
2.2 WC 01/09/17 East Knoyle 16 Proposed Diversion This appears to be a solution to a long running saga of a 
blocked path. 

 
3. Any Other Business 
 
Nick reported about a very successful demonstration by a contractor with a ‘super mulcher’ who cleared part of 
Britford 99 from the Blandford Road to the junction with the Avon Valley path. Although hiring will be expensive 
the result is excellent. Members of the Horse Society were present and Nick hopes they will employ the 
contractor to clear bridleways. 
 
Nick also informed us of the substantial Heritage lottery grant that Cranbourne Chase ANOB has won to do 
projects in the Ebble Valley area. This is called The Cranborne Chase and Chalke Valley Landscape 
Partnership and Nick hopes that projects as part of this will be funded which will help with his budget situation 
in the near future. 
 
 
4.  Next Meeting  
 
The remaining meeting for 2017 will be on December 4th. It will commence at 2.30pm and will be held in the 
Wilton Meeting Room by kind permission of Wiltshire Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  


