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Nine
Downland

Walks

A selection of country walks
between Swindon and Marlborough

 3 to 7½ miles long
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Nine Downland Walks
Walks Index

Walk Distance Page
1 Barbury Castle, The Ridgeway and 4 miles 5

Burderop Down
2 Upper Upham and Snap 3½ miles 6
3 Smeathe’s Ridge, The Ogbournes 7½ miles 8

and Four Mile Clump
4 Chiseldon and Hodson 3 miles 10
5 Rockley, Totterdown and Fyfield Down 6 miles 12
6 Ridgeway Path, Shipley Bottom 5 miles 14

and Sugar Hill
7 Burderop Down and Smeathe’s Ridge 5 miles 16
8 Hackpen Hill, Rockley, Totterdown 6½ miles 18

and The Ridgeway
9 Ogbourne St George, Whiteshard 4 miles 20

Bottom and Chase Woods

Front Cover Picture:
Fyfield Down with sheep and sarsen stones (grey wethers)

 - see Walk 5

• Be safe - plan ahead and follow 
any signs

• Leave gates and property as you 
find them

• Protect plants and animals; take 
your litter home

• Keep dogs under close control.

• Consider other people
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Maps reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller 
of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright.  Licence No. 100033886
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Location of Walks

Ordnance Survey Maps
It is advisable to use Ordnance Survey Maps in conjunction with the sketch 
maps in this book, but occasionally there will be a discrepancy between the two 
because of changes that have occurred on the ground and are not yet shown on 
the OS Maps.  The sketch maps attempt to show a route that is correct at the time 
of publication.
Ordnance Survey maps can be bought at local bookshops or borrowed from 
Marlborough and Swindon libraries.
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Walk 2 Upper Upham and Snap

Distances: 3 or 3½ miles; mainly hard surfaces; hilly; no stiles.

OS Maps: Explorer 157; Landranger 174

Start: Car: Park considerately near cylindrical storage tank 
(SU225772).

 Bus:  None.
Directions:
1. Return along the road to a cross roads by post box. Take the stony track to the 

right, signposted byway, going down hill.  At the end of the first field, turn right 
on another byway with tall hazel and other bushes on the left.  The track bends 
left by a derelict wind pump and, on the next bend, look for a small memorial 
stone on the right, placed there by Toothill School in 1991, to the people of 
Snap, the hamlet which ran out of water.  Heaps of stones and bricks among 
the trees are all that remains.

2. Where the main track turns sharp left, EITHER go straight on for 20yds, 
through a metal gate with sign warning of livestock and walk beside the fence 
on the left for a short distance, then keep ahead on route gradually curving 
round to the left and then right up to a metal gate.  OR  If you prefer not to go 
through livestock, keep to the main uphill track.  At a concrete track, turn left, 

Upham Court

SAMPLE
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passing houses on the left, then sharp right on to a stony track until a signpost 
at a junction.

3. Take the byway to the Ridgeway Path and turn right, using the separate path 
for walkers if this is not too overgrown.

4. At a T-junction turn right along the Ridgeway Path for a few yards, then go 
straight on, leaving the Ridgeway Path, and follow this unfenced byway across 
fields back to your car.

Refreshments:   None.

Memorial to the people of 
the abandoned hamlet of 
Snap, erected by pupils of 
Toothill School, Swindon 

in 1991
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Other books in this series are:  

12 Walks around Marlborough
10 Walks from Village Pubs near Swindon

20 Walks around Swindon
They may be obtained from the Tourist Information Centre in 

Swindon Central Libary or some local bookshops.

Problems on Paths
If you find any problems such as damaged stiles, fallen trees or crops 
growing over paths, please report the exact location to:

For walks 2, 5, 7, 8 and 9 contact:
The Rights of Way Section, Wiltshire Council, County Hall, Trowbridge, 
BA14 8JD or provide details on the website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk in the 
Public Rights of Way section.

For walks 1, 4, and 6 contact:
Rights of Way Officer, Swindon Borough Council, Civic Offices, Euclid 
Street, Swindon, SN1 2JH
or email rightsofway@swindon.gov.uk

This publication, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced in any form, 
by any method, or for any purpose without the prior specific authority in 
writing of the  Swindon & North East Wiltshire Group of the Ramblers.

Originally devised and compiled by the late Bert Toomer
First published in 1983.

Revised and up-dated since then
by the Swindon & North East Wilts Group of  the Ramblers

Latest revision in 2015

Disclaimer
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information 
contained in this book.  The Swindon & North East Wiltshire Group of 
the Ramblers cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions 
or changes outside their control, which affect the accuracy of the 
routes described in the text, or for any consequences arising.
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Ramblers was founded in 1935 to encourage walking and 
mountaineering, to foster a greater knowledge, love and care of the 
countryside, to work for the preservation of natural beauty, protection of 
footpaths and the provision of access to open country.
Ramblers has played a major role in gaining and improving legislation 
that protects and improves our countryside today, yet every year brings 
further need to represent the ramblers’ case to Ministers, MPs and 
government departments.  Specialist staff are employed to do this work 
and a headquarters office has to be maintained.  Please give your 
support to the work they, and all the volunteers, do on your behalf by 
becoming a member of Ramblers.
Membership will bring you a choice of over 45,000 walks every 
year, the best online library of walking routes in Britain, a quarterly 
subscription to our award winning Walk magazine and fantastic 
discounts from our partners.

or write to:-
Ramblers
1 Clink Street,
3rd Floor
LONDON
SE1 9DG

Telephone: 020 3961 3300
E-mail:   ramblers@ramblers.org.uk
Web Page: www.ramblers.org.uk

For further details please visit either www.ramblers.org.uk/join

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no 1093577, Scotland no 
SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (no 4458492). 
Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 


