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Species Description

Scientific name: Vespa velutina

Native to: Asia

Habitat: Nests usually high in trees and man made
struclures, sometimes closer lo the ground; hunts
honey bees, other insects and also feeds on fruit
and flowers.

Not easily confused with any other species. Dark beown of
biack velvety body. Characterstically dark abdomen and
yoliow tipped legs. Smalier than the native European Hometl.

Introduced o France in 2004 whore it has sproad rapicily, A
number of sightings have been recorded in the UK since
2016, High possdiity of introduction through, for examgple,
sod assocated with mporied plants, out lowers, frull, garden
Rems (furniture, plant pots), freight containers, in vehicles, or
inon untreated timber. The possibility that it could Ry across
ve Channel has not been ruled cut.

A highlly aggressive predator of native insects. Poses a
significant threat to honey boes and other polinators

Do not disturd an active nest. Members of the public who
suspect they have found a yollow-degged hornet should
report it with a photo using the details provided in the red
box at the top of this 1D sheot.
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volutina) for comparison e
o Queoon up 0 30mm long, worker up 0 25mm long
Logs yellow at the ends

Dark brown / black abdomen with a yellow /
orange band on 4th segment

Head dack from above, orange from fromt
Davrk coloured antennae
Entirely black velvety thorax

Never active at night

Similar Species

European hornet (Vespa crabro)

o Queen up 10 3Smm long, worker up 1 30mm long
o Legs brown at the ends |
e Yellow abdomen marked with brown on the upper ¥

part, not banded

Head yollow from above, yeliow from fromt

Yelow antennae

Thoeax biack with extensive drown markings

May be active at nght

Giant woodwasp (Urocerus gigas)

o Larger than yellow-legged hornel. female uwp 1o
45mm long

e Logs yoliow

¢ Distinctive yeliow and black banded abdomen

* Long cylndrical body unike yollow-legged hornet
which has an cbvious waist

o Long yollow snlonnae

o Feomale has an obvious long sting-lke
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Homet mimic hoverfly (Volucella zonaria)

o Abdomen has mote yeliow stripes than yellow-
logged hornet

* Leogs darker than yellow-legged homets

¢ Ondy one pair of wings (hoenets and wasps have
WO pasirs )

o Large, globular eyes

Median wasp (Dolichovespula media)

¢ More extonsive yellow and orange
colouration on abdominal segments than yoliow-
logged hormet

* Yellow markings on thorax uniike yellow-legged
hornet

Field Signs

Active Apci-November (peak AugustSeptember). Mated queens Over winter singly of In groups. In vancus natural and
MEN-LASC0 MAOUNMGES —~ UNSHMeat e DAk I CaviBod Jeft by Doatie larvas, It S0d. 0N COrAMIC plant POts — polentially
any small, wellinsulsted refuge. Makes very laepe nests in tall rees in wrban and rural aveas, but avolds pure stands of
condiecs. Wl Uso mn Made SIS (M0, Shads oiC. ) 5 Nesing Stes.
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Nests of similar species

Secondary yellow-legged hormnet (aka Asian hormnet) nests may be confused with other wasp and hormet nests, or
objects in trees. i you suspect you have seen a yellow-legged
a safe distance before reporting. See overleaf for detads of where 10 report nests and find help with identfication.

homet nest, please use binoculars to check from

Yellow homet, .
Vespa
Secondary nest: s
« Usually found in trees, may
also be in buidings and hedges.
* Pear-shaped.
« Entrance hole halfway up the g ;
rest T \
e Upto 60 emwide x 80 em tall. o e A
o 82 o1 Q00 R European hornet,
Other objects in troes NG A Sl Voshe et
« Crow and magpie nests. T XE e Secondary nost:
* Mistietoe. b A5 « Usually in hollow trees,
« Squirrel dreys. DI chimneys, rarely in the
Bird nest in a tree. - et o .%”r"_,"m’"
s « Wide opening at the
T m".
iy « Usually 30 x 60 cm.
. . . a
e B
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Median wasp, N
Doiichovespula
med T 3
nest:
« Usually in bushes that are
less than 2 m tall. o )
» Conical. '"."";,‘ e o S ARIIIENC DP RIT y
« Small opening at lower it N ek D e o '
end, off centre, . ——
« Usually 20 x 25 cm. C“vm"""“ W"”’n.,'
«» Nest of a Dolichovespula
Secondary nest:
* Usually on the
ground, or in confined
spaces in bulidings.
« Round to conical.
« Small hidden opening at
the lower end,
I o Usually 30 x 35 am.
All image credits. Troe image adapted fom: Trees n a2 by Marathon, OC B8Y-SA 20. Asian homet primary and winler nest mages: Jobn de Carte.
rol - Jorsey Eurc-wasp nest « Perdomet, CC BY.SA 2 0. Primary Medan wanp mage Karen McCartney. Common sasp nest mmage: David Jones. Other
next and msect mmages: Croan Copyright.
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Yellow-legged hornet (aka Asian hornet) nests

Many wasps and hornets, Including yellow-legged homet, produce two types of Yollow-legged
nest: primary nests and secondary nests. All wasp and hornet nests look similar.  hornet,
To identify a nest, watch for insects from a safe distance. Vespa velutina

Yellow-legged hornet primary nests:

« Spherical with a small entrance hole at the base. usually 5 1o 10 cm in diameter.

« Buit in spring by a lone yellow-legged homet queen, usually in a protected place such as
brambles, a hedgerow, or in / on a building. Only report primary nests if seon with
yollow-legged homets

Yellow-logged hornet secondary nests:

« Pear-shaped, entrance hole halfway up the nest, up to 60 cm wide x 80 cm tall.
« Usually found in trees, may aiso be in bulidings and

Secondary nests i a tree canopy in summer (left)

hedges.
+ Use binoculars to identify secondary nosts from a
safe distance. Do not disturb suspeocted nests and
rotreat from any wasp / hornet nests if flying
insects are observed.
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Primary nest. Al primary i \
wasp and homet nests ook ’ ‘s - .
similar. Only report if seen )
with yellow-legged homet.
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Reporting yollow-legged homet (aka Aslan hornet) nests and sightings Find an Report a yellow
AMT legged hornat
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