Minutes Mid-Wilts Ramblers’ Committee Meeting
held at the Lansdowne Hotel, Calne at 1900 on Wednesday 6 May 2026

1. Apologies
Michelle, Tim, Angela

2. Members Present

Sally Webber, Suzanne Green, Jacqui Piper, Dave Smith, Sally Whiston, Dee Tod, Jacky Drewitt 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
Attached separately.
HIAMS – no one able to assist at the moment.  
Books – Tim Lewis has walked all the ten Devizes walks – only a few minor points sent to Catharine Sharples.  White Horses book not walked yet.  
SWh to put on Agenda to discuss again next time.
SWe will follow up re Cathy and Cully
SWh to send Sally We email for Cully (action completed)

Minutes Passed unanimously



[bookmark: _Hlk144542556]4. Secretary’s Report and News.

Group Walking 
Attendance as usual has been quite flexible with an average, I would guess, of around 10 members.  The better weather has seen less cancellations but there have been a changes due to personal circumstances and recce problems.  We have also seen a number of new walkers which is very good to see.  
Summer Social
We need to set a new date for this.
9TH August at Seend.
AC – has kindly offered to organise  
AC to check availability with Seend
DS – has kindly offered to lead a walk  


Week of Walks, Monday 11 to Friday 15 May 2026 in Lampeter, Wales  and Weekend of Walks, Saturday 5 to Monday 7 September 2026, based in Kidderminster
Lampeter - I have to take photo copies of the books, to save carrying a copy.   Otherwise the walk preparation is done (hopefully).   Very exciting!  
We have only 12 of us, with Sally and Bill not joining us until Thursday.  Dave is not walking Monday so on Monday there will be 9 of us.  Thank you to Michelle for sorting out a meal at the Indian restaurant.     (Completed now – report to follow in newsletter/next agenda)   
Walk Leaders 
Welcome to Roger Bloomer who has already signed up to 4 Thursday walks.  Thank you to all our regular leaders without whom there would be no programme and to Jacqui for compiling the current one..   
First Aid Course
This went on Saturday 24 January at the Benson Hall.  There were 11 of us as Wendy was unable to attend. 
The course was run by Wiltshire First Aid.  It was interesting.  Personally I was disappointed there wasn’t any practical.
Thank you to Dee, Sally and Suzanne for refreshments.
Possible expenses
Please see Sally’s report -  I think we should support an additional battery for the brush cutter.  Also from the First Aid course, we talked about getting foils for all leaders to carry.  
Agreed unanimously to purchase another battery for the brush cutter (SWE to organise)
SWh to purchase foil blankets for all our leaders Area AGM 2027
Area AGM 2027
Are we running this do we know?
Post meeting update 
Dee has now confirmed that it is out turn.  Discussed Gt Cheverill – need a speaker too.  
DT – please can you confirm date and approximate times needed for the hall.
SG – you mentioned a speaker from the astronomy people at Marlborough college.  Please could you forward any details – contact would be wonderful
Any other speaker and hall suggestions welcomed. 
DLYW Group
Sally Webber has been in contact with the Group and unfortunately they are rather demoralised.  Perhaps we could discuss further 
Changes in legislation have altered Rambler’s priorities regarding DLYW.  This has resulted in much less support to our group and leading to them becoming demoralised.  They are only going to concentrate on live cases from now on.  The group much appreciates all the work put into this by the DLYW members.
SWe– to email/ speak to DLYW group and let them know how much we appreciate their work.
DT – to find out if there any other DLYW groups in the Area
Noted that the Horse Society has more success with DMMOs because they use bridleways rather than footpaths.  
5. Treasurer’s report – Sally Webber  

On 1st May 2026 we had a balance of £1695.05 in the Mid Wilts account. Listed below are the figures for income and expenditure, since our last committee meeting.
Income
Sale of walk books  £50.00
DLYW Funding          £75.00
Total                           £125.00
Expenditure
Walk Leader Training £70.00
Practical work              £8.50
Printing/Posting
Walk programmes      £31.64
Total                               £110.14
Budget.
I am required to do a budget in June each year, to estimate income and expenditure of Mid Wilts Ramblers in the next financial year (Oct 1st 2026 -30th Sept 2027). It is to help identify if groups think they will need extra funding from Central Office. It would be helpful if our committee could decide on any projects or kit etc that we may want to undertake, so we have an idea of costings. This year we have already financed the First Aid Training for walk leaders, costing about £500.
Our group has a good level of funds. We have benefited greatly from Central Office funding for the Don’t Lose Your Way project, over the last three years. Including this financial year, the funding has been £ 1120.00. The group has claimed less than half of this, as expenses for investigating ‘Lost’ paths. The surplus has gone into our main group funds. However, going forward, our DLYW group has decided to scale back their activities and not start new investigations. I won’t be able to claim funding for the DLYW group next year.
 Our other source of income is the sale of walk books. Although sales have dropped off over recent years, we can still expect an income of £300 this year. We still have a good stock of both walk books. It will be at least 2 years before the White Horse book will need a reprint. This will be very costly, but we can ask Central Office for additional funds.
SWe  to thank Catharine for book sales 
The Walking Partnership. 
Ramblers Worldwide Travel makes a donation for each member who makes a booking, to their nominated group. The rates vary, according to the type of holiday booked, but range from £10 - £30. The Walking Partnership administers these payments. It also offers financial support to groups and organisations promoting walking, such as Ramblers, D of E, Search and Rescue.
In the past Mid Wilts has received these donations, but I was ignorant of how they were made. I have now registered to receive regular statements from the Walking Partnership.
6. Membership Secretary’s Report – Dee 

Numbers have remained unchanged at 118 - two new members since January - and now have 4 affiliate members i.e. members of another group but also of Mid Wilts so they get all the emailed information.   Nine are no longer members - 7 resigned, 1 left the area, 1 lapsed.

7. Programme Secretaries Report - Angela Crocker, Jacqui Piper and Suzanne
Green
As usual a very good response from most of our regular walk leaders, with new leader Roger proposing 4 walks! 
Dates are filling up and a draft programme should be available for our committee meeting on Wednesday 6th May.  
However, we are still in need of three Sunday walks and four Thursday walks. We also need to add in a date for the Social in August - this has been pencilled on either 9th or 16th August. 
All spaces filled by the committee
SWh – to find a walk for 3.9
JP is to let DS know when the programme is prepared and then JP will publish. JP to get everything ready by the 22.5.  DS to prepare programme so that it can be printed.  Deadline a week before the end of the month.
AC and DT to coordinate re sending out paper copies.


8. Footpath Officer’s Report – Tim Lewis

Nothing to report 


9. Footpath Maintenance Team – Sally Webber

The group has only been out on 2 clearances this year, so far. One was a path in Devizes, that we first cleared last year. The second, a path in Oare, was cleared of nettles.
The group continues with enthusiasm. We recently welcomed Roger to the group and he has been out with us on the last 2 clearances.
I shall start visiting paths that we cleared last year, as many will need annual clearances. I am happy to assess any path in our area that members report. We are only able to undertake vegetation clearances.
The battery brushcutter has made an enormous impact on our work. It speeds up the clearances and relieves the need for physical effort. We have 2 batteries that run for about 20 minutes each. We could benefit from having one more battery, but they cost about £130.
10.  Area Representative – 
Apologies I missed the last area meeting; I forgot to set my alarm for the Zoom meeting.  
It was to discuss the Motions for the General Council Meeting (GCM)  and who to vote as new trustees. 

Peter Henden and David Trease attended the GCM on April 25th.  Our Area proposed a Motion that all new members should be allocated to a Group rather than to the Area - this was carried. At present there are over 300 members in the Area that are not allocated to a local group.  These members never get any local information only an invite to the Area AGM. 

The proposal to no longer have a GCM but to have regional meetings was not successful by a small margin.

NB. Sally Webber has withdrawn from Area involvement.   (She is unable to get Zoom at home). I will also withdraw at our next AGM or sooner if A N Other wishes to pick this up.  

Ask for an Area Rep at next AGM.  SWh will also mention it in the next newsletter.



11. Website Officer’s Report – Dave Smith

Actions from September minutes

Investigate Web site options in case of the Wiltshire Area site being discontinued - I have made no progress on this project except starting to set up a small pilot site on Wordpress. 

Walks Manager

Nothing significant has happened.



Mid Wiltshire Website

I have updated the information regarding the outlets for our walk books, furnished by Sally Webber and Catharine. Added links to our Facebook page and also to our Ramblers.org site which contains our full programme. Updated routine information and started to slowly catch up with loading photos.

As the plans for reorganisation of Area Groups have stalled this is not a high priority now.  But the 3 websites which currently hold information on our Group are leading to confusion. DS – to look into reducing this to 2
DS – would like to know what the issues are in people not being able to see the photos on our website.
DS – now up to date with putting photos on
DS and JD – Agreed that all photos would go in the first instance to Facebook, then Jacky will select them and send these to DS to put on the website.  Nb  size has to be right.

12.  Facebook Officer – Jacky Drewitt  

Actions from Mid-Wiltshire Ramblers Meeting, 7th January 2026
· Facebook has been updated to state we have walks on a Thursday and Sunday, and includes a link to access our walks on the Ramblers Website.  
· The details of where to access the Mid-Wilts walking books has been pinned to the Featured section on Facebook (Information kindly provided by Sally Webber). 
Mid-Wiltshire Facebook Website
There has been a good level of activity on Facebook, with pictures and information covering most walks from myself and Jacqui Piper. There has also been photographs posted by Timothy Woolf, William Hanrahan, Alison Kimber and Michell Dyer. 
Additionally, Barry Cox added a post about Corsham’s Walking Festival which is due to take place on 12th – 14th June 2026. 
One post removed – advertising the 17th May 2026 Afrikaya Sponsored Walk, from Wilcot Village Hall
13.  AOB

Dee - To discuss if membership ‘cards’ to be shown for non-mid wilts members.
Rationale - We seem to be having a lot of non-members or ‘maybe’ members on walks. It seems unfair if advantage is taken of organised walks and not members. I certainly think I have been lied to.
NWW have it printed on their programme that ‘unknowns’ will be asked.

 Membership 
Agreed that JP will formulate a tactful wording saying that those who are not regular walkers with the group may be asked to show their membership cards – JP will look at the wording formulated by NW Wilts  
.  Nb we don’t want to discourage people from walking 
Photos – photos of people’s faces are not to encouraged without their permission.  This applies particularly to visitors to the group and this should form part of the spiel at the start of the walk.  
Footpath update at Honeystreet  - A representative of Mr Trowbridge, the land owner, met Swe and Alison Rasey of WC and after discussion a compromise was reached whereby an additional stile will be put in by the landowner.  This will alleviate the need to open a gate and the risk of releasing cattle.  So when approaching from Honeystreet, the walker will cross the track to Honeystreet farm, then cross the existing stile (not on the right of way) and then immediately take another stile on their right, to enter the field with the right of way.  
The awkward stile on the right of way immediately after Honeystreet itself is also to be repaired and its pair on the opposite side of the fence (not on the right of way) will be removed.

Next programme – this is Suzanne’s .

Thank you everyone.



Next meeting – Wednesday 9 September 7pm 
At the Lansdowne but unfortunately in the larger meeting room 

